MATTHEW    PARKER
not deserved. For I meant not only prudently, but
Christianly, godly and friendly, howsoever it be taken.
The testimony of my conscience shall make me take this
storm quietly to Godward, rather offering him in my
prayers to God, than careful of any submission as having
offended. If my Lord be angry with me for my plain-
ness, I fear not Almighty God."
The Lord Keeper had been Parker's friend and patron,
but there should be an end, in Norwich, of rendering to
Caesar the things that are God's.
Why, with his passion for righteousness and his devotion
to the Bible, was Parker so hated by the Puritans ? There
were two main reasons: he could not conceive of a Church
without authority, and he insisted, driven by Elizabeth, on a
uniformity which they regarded as un-Biblical and therefore
wrong. They were probably further embittered by his
attempts to arrive, by discussion, at some understanding of
their position, which they mistook for yielding. There was
no real understanding possible between the Archbishop,
saying in all good faith, during a debate on the Thirty-Nine
Articles : " You \vill refer yourselves wholly to us (the
bishops) therein," and Peter Wentworth, replying "No!
by the faith I bear to God, we will pass nothing before
we understand what it is, for that were to make you
Popes.39
The breach became manifest on the question of clerical
dress. Elizabeth ordered Parker to ascertain " what varie-
ties there are in the clergy," and to enforce cc uniformity of
order in every church." But when Parker had drawn up
the " Advertisements " enjoining the clergy " to be of one
decent behaviour in their outward apparel," she refused the
support of her authority and even received at Court a cleric
in hat and short coat, contrary to the rule ordaining gowns
and square caps.
" I alone they say am in fault. For, as for the
Queen's Majesty's part * . . they cease to impute it to
her, for they say but for my calling on, she is indifferent.
... I alone am the stirrer and incenser."
Elizabeth was ingenious in getting her own way while
another bore the blame; as Parker understood, for he wrote
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